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Environmental Task Force shares key goals with Lafayette council

By Lou Fancher

When members of the city’s
Environmental Task Force pre-
sented the committee’s annual
update May 9 at the city council
meeting, ETF chair Nancy Hsu
Hu said that after a hiatus for
all of 2020, the committee in
2021 decided to "hit the ground
running” and have shown sig-
nificant momentum to develop
and implement environmental
policies and programs. Joining
Hu in the presentation to the
city council were vice chair
Brenna Shafizadeh, ETF com-
mission members Greg
Meronek, Maria Gastelumendi,
and Ashley Louisiana, and city
planning technician and staff
liaison to the ETF Joshua Miller.

In 2021, the committee
identified three priority pro-
jects: a draft ordinance about
EV charging and electrification
of construction projects; a city-
wide move from gas to electric
leaf blowers; and waste reduc-
tion related to single-use food
ware.

Subcommittees created by
the task force pursued priori-
ties laid out by the city council
that included an EV charging
ordinance that would exceed
future CalGREEN state require-
ments, building electrification,
and single-use food ware poli-
cies directly tied to specific re-
cycling and waste diversion

percentage rates.

Hu said adopting an EV
Charging Ordinance for multi-
family construction would re-
sult in universal access for resi-
dents and provide equitable,
basic levels of charging (instead
of some multifamily building
residents having a great deal of
access and others having none).
According to Hu, CalGREEN’s
standard is set at a level that
means 60% of residents in a
multifamily building will have
no charging capability at all.
Instead, the ETF recommends
all new construction in
Lafayette have Level One
charging.

Given the high number of
multifamily construction pro-
jects in Lafayette, the scarcity of
EV chargers, Gov. Newsom’s
executive order banning all in-
ternal combustion vehicles by
2035 — and acknowledging that
level one charging is slower —
Hu said it is still better than
having nothing at all. The com-
mittee sought council approval
to submit their recommenda-
tion to the Planning Commis-
sion to begin the zoning text
amendment process.

Shafizadeh reported that
the ETF has researched 54
other communities in Califor-
nia that have established “reach
codes” related to building elec-
trification ordinances. While
continuing to pursue outreach

efforts for local input through
hosted information events and
online resources, the task force
is working toward an ordinance
that would have new buildings
be all-electric and require some
remodels to undergo re-
electrification.

One example of such a “re-
model,” Shafizadeh said, would
be the addition of a backyard
ADU, for which no new gas
lines would be installed and the
unit would need to be all elec-
tric. A long-term goal for the
city would be to cap all gas lines
by 2045. In the meantime, an
online webinar, links to rebates
for electrification, and surveys
to collect feedback from resi-
dents have been implemented.

Other action items recom-
mended the council issue a city
resolution stating a commit-
ment for city workers to con-
vert entirely to manual means
(i.e. rakes) or electric leaf blow-
ers. ETF also recommended
placing a citywide ban on gas
leaf blowers. Hu said that due
to reservations about an out-
right ban expressed by Public
Works and Parks and Recre-
ation departments, a review of
the city’s ordinances should
take place before making a
citywide ban.

Consulting with nearby
cities that have already made
the transition was also recom-
mended. Hu emphasized the

difficulties of both gas and
electric leaf blowers: the for-
mer has health negative im-
pacts, the latter requires
recharging, is less powerful and
will result in “non-pristine
lawns,” Hu said, adding that
those left-behind leaves are
beneficial for soil.

An ETF recommendation
for the council to adopt an or-
dinance reducing single-use
food ware picked up on a draft
created in 2019 that was stalled
by COVID. Taking into account
the ongoing concerns from lo-
cal food businesses just getting
back on their feet, she said cru-
cial to next steps is feedback
from stakeholders, engaged
community members and
restaurateurs.

The first phase would re-
quire straws and stirrers to be
compostable fiber-based and
provided only on request. It
would also mandate com-
postable produce bags be used
in grocery stores and food ser-
vice businesses. Businesses
would need to have three bins:
compost, recycle and trash for
customer’s waste items. The
second phases six months later
would require all disposable
containers (plates, cups, and
more) to be fiber-based and
only given out on request.
There would be a 25-cent fee
charged for disposable cups,
and if eating in, businesses

would be required to provide
reusable utensils.

In pubic comments re-
ceived prior to the meeting,
four respondents supported gas
leaf blower elimination or re-
ductions. In the one public
comment during the meeting,
restaurant owner Robert Lavoie
said it was disturbing to see the
council trying to limit people’s
options. He encouraged them to
adopt a “do-no-harm policy.”
Lavoie said mandating electri-
fication and eliminating leaf
blowers is not supported by
people who use leaf blowers
and “having one choice for en-
ergy is really not your busi-
ness.” He also said imposing
costly ordinances (such as re-
strictions on single-use items) is
not acceptable, but said en-
couraging people with Green
Awards is good.

Other priorities for the ETF
are to explore gray water sys-
tems, update the city’s Environ-
mental Action Plan that was last
updated in 2017, conduct an-
other Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions Inventory and identify
funding sources, monitor the
drafting of General and Specific
Plans to promote sustainability,
and draft and adopt a charter
that includes a mission state-
ment, long-term goals, and fo-
cuses on incorporating the
city’s latest vision and mission
statement.

Lafayette School District board receives good news on school funding

By Jennifer Wake

The Lafayette School District
governing board was met with
some good news at its May 18
meeting, after hearing presen-
tations from various depart-
ments about challenges they
face involving declining en-
rollment and staffing short-
ages, the Lafayette Partners in
Education donation figures
and state budget revision,

which will help schools across
California, put smiles on gov-
erning board members’ faces.
LPIE president Danielle
Gallagher, during her presen-
tation to the board, focused on
the enormous community re-
sponse for donations to the
nonprofit this year, exceeding
expectations with a whopping
$4,787,361 projected to have
been raised, $500,000 of that
from their recent Gala alone.

LPIE, which was established
42 years ago, is a fundraising
juggernaut helmed by a 50-
person volunteer board who
work countless hours to sup-
port Lafayette elementary,
middle and high school pro-
grams such as the arts, music
and math, as well as technol-
ogy, instructional aid, coun-
seling and much more.
Governing board member
Dave Smith was one of several

board members to express
their gratitude for LPIE. “A big
thank you,” Smith said about
the ability of the nonprofit to
rebound from the pandemic in
such a significant way, adding,
“LPIE is one of the largest
community engagement
partners.”

“Coming out of the pan-
demic, our parents rallied,”
Gallagher said of the success-
ful year. “Whatever we are

able to raise goes to our
schools and students,” noting
the phenomenal music and
arts programs, and site spe-
cific instructional support at
the elementary school level, as
well as robotics, art, music
mentors and wood tech at
Stanley Middle School that
LPIE supports.
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